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In August, EVLT members voted 
in two new board members: 
Melissa Strong and Don Smith.   

Tell us about yourself.
Melissa: I live in Estes Park and 
I run the restaurant Bird & Jim, 
climb, and volunteer in Rocky 
Mountain National Park.  I also 
climb and work to provide 
and preserve climbing access 
in Hueco Tanks State Historic 
Park in East El Paso TX where 
my husband Adam and I have a 
second home.
Don: I am an Associate Professor 
of the Practice of Law at the 
University of Denver's Sturm 
College of Law.  I also edit a 
publication for the International 
Bar Association.

Why do you want to serve on 
the EVLT Board?
Melissa: I have been dedicated 
to preserving public lands and 
protecting access for the past 
fifteen years.  I have lived full 
time in Estes Park since 1996 
and have witnessed much 
development and growth. 
Working with EVLT is a perfect fit 
for me to continue my passion 
for preserving public lands and 
creating open spaces for us and 
all future generations to enjoy.
Don: All of the generations 
before ours have respected and 
protected our open spaces, 
national parks, and wildness 
areas. In a sense, we inherited 
these magnificent lands from 
our ancestors.  It is my honor to 
be involved with the EVLT and 
continue this important tradition. 
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Conserving new acres is a land trust’s 
most common measure of success. Our 
most recent conservation easement, 
on the YMCA of the Rockies property, 
increased our total acreage to 9,881 
acres. Our conservation portfolio will 
soon exceed 10,000 acres. (See page 
four for details on how the land trust 
is becoming more strategic with our 
conservation approach).  

Measuring the number of acres is 
certainly important, but success could 
also include improving the quality of 
the acres already conserved. If any 
of our conservation easements were 
improved to be more restrictive, or 
provide additional public benefits, that 
too would be a measure success.  

Removing Building Envelopes 

Most of the land trust’s conservation 
easements permit the landowner 
to build at least one home, within 
a building envelope. The envelope 
generally allows accessory structures, 
such as a garage, barn or guest 
house. The envelope consolidates 
all development so it doesn’t spread 
across the landscape and enables the 
owner to build the structures they 
want to live comfortably.

It’s a common approach used by land 
trusts across the US; and it works.

But removing the right to build 
anything is even more protective of the 
environment. 

The Estes Valley Land Trust is discussing 
amending two conservation easements 
and dissolving all unused development 
rights. In both cases, properties that 
could be fragmented with a building 
site and driveway will remain open and 
better for wildlife.

Protecting Public Outdoor 
Recreation or Education

Protecting land for public outdoor 
recreation and education is also a 
common purpose for land trusts across 
the US. The Estes Valley Land Trust has 
a few local examples of conservation 
easements that specifically protect 
public access. 

Conservation Easement
Strengthening a
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The Centennial Open Space at Knoll 
Willows Conservation Easement 
permits a trailhead, trails and non-
motorized uses. This public park is a 
great place to enjoy a short walk, view 
downtown or watch wildlife. 

The Hermit Park Open Space 
Conservation Easement allows hiking, 
camping and mountain biking on 
more than 1,300 acres. If you’ve not 
hiked the 2-mile trail to the top of 
Kruger Rock, you’re missing out. The 
summit provides incredible views of 
the Estes Valley.

Protecting public access, especially 
areas where outdoor recreation has 
occurred for years, ensures that future 
generations can experience the same 
joy of nature.

Amendments Enhance Conservation

The land trust’s Board of Directors 
approved a policy in 2017 that 
permits conservation easements to be 
amended, if the change strengthens 
the conservation easement, makes 
it more enforceable or benefits the 
conservation values.

As new buyers purchase land already 
under conservation easement with 
the Estes Valley Land Trust, or original 
donors revisit their vision for the land 
under easement, it behooves the 
land trust to look for opportunities to 
strengthen our agreements. Protecting 
more land or providing additional 
public benefits by tweaking an 
existing conservation easement is a 
great conservation opportunity.



Over 30 years have passed since our founders first met 
to form the Estes Valley Land Trust. Today the land lrust 
continues to shine as a nationally recognized land trust 
with deep connections throughout the community.

A new planning effort is underway and reflects our 
founder’s principles of working together for the good 
of the community. This planning effort, known as the 
Estes Valley Open Space and Outdoor Recreation Plan, 
is led by a steering committee with membership from 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, Larimer County, US Forest 
Service, Rocky Mountain Conservancy, Town of Estes 
Park, Estes Valley Recreation and Park District, and local 
outdoor recreation, housing and business groups.

As our conservation work becomes more sophisticated, 
new tools and partnerships are needed. 

Community involvement is also needed to develop an 
Open Space and Outdoor Recreation Plan that serves 
us all. The land trust will be hosting public meetings in 
early 2020 to get your input on where conservation and 
outdoor recreation is most needed.

Until then, the steering sommittee is gathering existing 
plans and data to better understand where crucial 
wildlife habitat, scenic areas, historic resources and trail 
connections are located. We are devoted to creating a 
science-based, community-supported plan that meets 
the long-term vision of both our founders and our 
current community.  

Rick Ralph has been volunteering for us for two years 
now. While monitoring this summer, he noticed that a 
neighbor was building a home and their construction 
work had crossed over the property line and onto an 
eased property. A portion of the property was damaged 
and soil was disturbed. 

Rick promptly came to the EVLT office and notified the 
staff. Staff were able to contact the developer of the 
neighboring property and worked with them to stop the 

damage and begin restoration. Within 
48 hours, the violation was halted and 
vegetation restoration was underway! 

“I feel good about my volunteer work, knowing that the land trust cares 
about their volunteers and takes their job seriously." - Rick Ralph 
Monitors like Rick keep the Estes Valley beautiful and protected. Want to become a 
monitor? Contact us today! 

Our Monitors
Make a Difference

You Are the Key to 
Conservation Success

Be on the lookout for a public meeting invitation 
and survey this spring. What lands do you care most 
about in the valley? We want to know.
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Forever Estes CircleFaces

Deanna Ochs
Deanna grew up near Washington D.C. and loved 
playing outside, until the beloved woods near her 
home were converted to condos and strip malls. 

"I still remember the 
sadness I felt as the last 
stand of trees was taken 
down, replaced by a 
Toys R Us store. I realised 
then that if we want to 
preserve open space we 
must fight for it." 

Deanna moved to Estes Park in 1983 and worked 
for the Rocky Mountain Conservancy for ten years, 
delighted by the elk and bighorn sheep. 

Today she works in Kenai Fjords National Park, writing 
about marine science research in Alaska’s national 
parks, and daydreams about elk and bighorn sheep. 

Howard and Leanne Lauren
Both Howard and Leanne grew up playing outside 
because their mothers threw them out of the house…
they didn’t have a choice! Howard grew up in Brooklyn 
and Leanne grew up mostly in Texas. They moved to 
Estes Park eight years ago and are still in awe of the 
natural beauty. 

They have volunteered with the Fort Collins Natural 
Areas Program and Larimer County Open Space, and 
now they volunteer as land trust monitors.  

“It’s clear that 
donations to the 
land trust are well 
used, and our 
donation can help 
make our desire to 
preserve natural 
landscapes a reality.”

Karla Henderson
Karla volunteers for Rocky Mountain National Park and 
believes that spending time in nature provides both 
mental and physical health benefits. She spent her first 
summer in Estes in 1971, as a staff member at Cheley 
Colorado Camps. 

When she moved here five years ago, she wanted to 
support her new community and was impressed by 
the people affiliated with the land trust. 

“I didn’t own any land that 
warranted conservation but I 
wanted to contribute somehow. 
The Estes Valley Land Trust is 
a premier land conservation 
organization and I know my gift 
will help ensure conservation is 
always a local priority.” 

Debbie and Jim Paddock
Debbie and Jim have lived in Estes Park for seven years.

When Debbie and Jim were considering a bequest, 
they thought of John Muir:

“Thousands of tired, nerve 
shaken, over civilized people 
are beginning to find out that 
going to the Mountains is 
going home, that wildness is a 
necessity, and that mountain 
parks and reservations are 
useful not only as fountains of 
timber and irrigating rivers, 
but as fountains of life.”  

To Debbie and Jim, a planned gift to the Estes Valley 
Land Trust ensures that the ‘Mountains' and everything 
they represent are preserved for all.

Recently, six people have stepped forward and made a planned gift to the Estes Valley Land Trust, bringing our 
Forever Estes Circle to more than 30 members. Our newest Forever Estes Circle members have very different stories, 
but share a common purpose: a desire to preserve the Estes Valley.

Planned gifts are easy to setup and provide the land trust future revenue that protects open space and wildlife 
habitat. If you would like to join the Forever Estes Circle, or have already made a planned gift to the land trust and 
would like to be recognized, please contact Jeffrey Boring. 
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Benefactor 
($1000+)

Anonymous (3)
Nancy Amos
Vaughn Baker
Robert A. & Susie Buettner
Rob and Kristy Buettner
John Cullen
Roger Fankhauser
Patti Freudenburg & Tony 

White
Curt Gleaves & Patricia 

Gianelli
Charley & Linda Griffin
Isabel Lamy Lee
Barbara Marshall
Ken & Jacqueline Oldham
Frank & Betty Ottesen
Franz & Carol Peterson
Don Priem
Anita Prinzmetal
Rotary Club of Estes Park
Don Smith
Jan & Jim Swaney
Brian & Michell Thomas
Leo Weber & Deborah 

Hughes

Conservator 
($500+)

Donald D. & Martha H. 
Bender

Walt & Marlene Borneman
John & Chris Bruell
Terry Cohen & Robert 

Bellows
John & Dona Cooper
Hal & Bonnie Dalzell
Art & Marsha French
Ed Getchell
Ron & Vivian Gordon
Tim & Wendy Haight
Keith & Nancy Hammond
Bobbie Heisterkamp
Christann & Bob Higley
Pieter & Helen Hondius
Thomas & Kathryn 

Hornbein
Mary Ann Kundtz
John & Jean McLaren
Pat & Ward Nelson
Tony & Diane Palmer
Prospect Mountain 

Townhome Association
Terry Rizzuti & Mary Banken
Mel & Gray Rueppel
Peter & Stephanie Sinnott
John & Sally Stevenson
Melissa Strong
William & Nancy Sweet
Nancy Thomas
Jack & Dee Willome
Joan Winstein
Rosemary Wolf

Steward 
($100+)

Anonymous (7)
Donn & Sylvia Adams
Gail Albers & Pat Hammond
Eileen & Wes Allbritten
Cathy Alper
Gil & Susan Anderson
Paul & Melisse Anderson
Gaynel Andrusko
Mr. Owen Ard
Craig & Kris Axtell
Bank of Colorado
John G. Banker
Jeffrey & Cheryl Barnett
Judy & Sol Bassow
JoAnn & David Batey
David Becher
Sandy & Pat Begley
Bob & Chris Benight
Stacy Benson
Sonya Binns
Joan Borel
Jeffrey Boring & Emily 

Patterson
William Bowie
David & Loretta Brewer
David Brockway
Jim Broomfield & Linda 

Johnson
Bruce & Marlene Brown
Dennis & Elizabeth Bryan
Robert & Elizabeth Burkart
Doris Byers
Tyler & Debby Campbell
Marty Yochum Casey & 

Madison Casey
Dan & Janene Centurione
Annemarie Chenoweth
Cherbeneau Ranch Trust
Earl & Carol Clark
Jordan Clayton
Warren Clinton
Rob & Sheila Cohen
ConocoPhillips
William & Barbara Cook
Barbara & Edward "Mac" 

Corley
James Cozzie
Ken & Wanda Curry
Don & Becky Custis
Julia Daley
Linda Danenhauer
Joseph & Jaird de Raismes
Sandi & Charles DeJoseph
Sallie Dickinson
Sallie & Martin Dickinson
Daniel L. & Linda M. Dilts
Daniel L. & Donna Dilts
Terrell Dixon & Linda Walsh
Joe & Vivian Dodds
Gwen Dooley
Tom & Annette Dreiss
Deborah Dufty

Paula Edwards
Cindy Elkins
Kate Ellard
EP Post 119 American 

Legion
Leslie & Lynn Fagerberg
Allen & Trudy Fankhauser
William & Sharon Farr
Renate & James Fernandez
Tony & Sarah Fink
Ann Fitzsimmons
Robert H Foster
James Frank Photography
Larry & Jeri Frederick
Lisa & Bob Fulton
Larry Gamble
Stephen & Diane Goddard
Stephen Goldmann
Good Family
Robert & Pamela Guthrie
Scott & Dana Hacker
Robin & Stacey Harding
Susan Harris
Harold & Ginnie Haunschild
Spenser & Valerie Havlick
Keith & Beth Heaton
Robert Heaton
Karla Henderson
Jeffrey & Trudy Hines
Thomas & Reggie Hisey
Beverley & Dan Hoben
Carol Holden
Dr. Thomas & Kathryn 

Holder
Mark Holdt & Leslie Glover-

Holdt
Lisa Hutchins & Doug 

Sacarto
Jodi & Doug Jalving
Barbara Jampolis
Steven Jobst & Jill 

Anderson
Loren & Lynette Johnson
Robert Wells Johnson
Leola Kennicke & Marilyn 

Bradley
Jim & Deb Kiple
Robert & Celeste Kling
Corine Knudsen
Charles & Laurel Krider
Glen Kroh
John & Marlene Krueger
Jeffrey Kyrish
Pat & Ellis Laitala
Lamm Family Properties
Mary Lamy
Jill & Frank Lancaster
Larimer Co. Natural 

Resources
Dr. Janice Larkin
Howard & Leanne Lauren
Joseph Lee
Sandy Lindquist
Tom & Margy Lininger
Carly & Keith Lober

Gary Loop
Peggy Lynch Team
Randall Maharry
Tom & Marilyn Maher
Ken & Cherie Martin
Maryanne Martin
Fran & Clyde McKinney
Linda & Raymond Metzler
Becky Day & Doug Miller
Toni Miller & Pete Lasho
Barbara Mock 

Tara & Phil Moenning
Gene & Susan Mossberg
Bill & Janice Newman
Wayne & Pat Newsom
Bruce Nickels & Marsha 

Yelick
Ray & Joanne Nieder
Cliff & Muriel Noll
Deanna Ochs
James & Debbie Paddock
Ricky & Vicki Papineau
Wayne & Sally Park
Aspen Eye Center
Ralph & Lois Pepino
Jerry & Mary Ann Petr
Cora Petrocine
Frances Phillips
Jim & Pat Pickering
Bill & Sue Pinkham
Todd & Amy Plummer
Stephen R. Ptacek & Joan L. 

Sapp
Charles Rahe
Charles & Sandra Raymond
Alice & Peter Reuman
Janice Ricker
Mark & Valerie Riffle
Donn & Barbara Ritchie
David & Janet Robertson
Robeson Family Benefit 

Fund
Rockwood Estates POA
Estes Valley Sunrise Rotary
Dan & Tami Scace
Wendy & Roger Schuett
Andy & Ellen Selig

Thank you to our donors!

There are many 
ways to give: With 

AmazonSmile, you can 
donate while you shop 

online!

To learn more, visit 
evlandtrust.org/donate



Mark & Kathryn Semerad
Robert & Kathy Sherrod
George & Elizabeth 

Shoffner
Darla Sidles
Nathalie & Marty Simsak
Gregory & Jackie Smith
Mary Lou & Richard Smith
Jon & Theresa Sonstroem
Ron & Jackie Springer
Ron & Gudi Spurlin
Greig & Ann Steiner
John Stencel
Keith & Jackie Stephenson
Andrew & Gina Stevenson
Elizabeth & Gerald 

Stonecipher
Pamela & Bob Street
Jean Sutherland
Tahosa Valley Landowners 

Association
David & Marcia Tavel
Rick & Janet Taylor
Wyndell & Frieda Thomas
Scott & Karen Thompson
Rodney & Sherry Unruh
Van Horn Engineering
David & Sally Van Wert
John & Ann Vernon
Evelyn & John Vittone
Drew & Carla Webb
Lynn & Susan 

Weissenrieder
Joann Welton
Diann & Russell White
Jim & Joanne White
Robin & Gary Williams
Tom & Hope Wilson
Harriette & Scott Woodard
Ruth M Wright
Ken & Liz Zornes

Supporter 
(to $99)

Anonymous (7) 
Joe & Mary Liz Adair
Kenneth & Donna Allen
Allnutt Funeral Service
Art & Juli Annin
William "Biff" Baird
Kim & Patte Barrier
Mitchell & Patsy Benedict
Jerry & Sue Bergeron
Kevin Bernstein
Bill Berry
Paul & Marguerite Besson
Skip & Dianne Betts
Deb Bialeschki
Jonathan & Carolyn Bible
Ed & Julianne Biehl
Jude Blitz & Tom Daly
Mary Bollinger
Lynn & Sandy Bonge
Robert & Joyce Bramwell
Kathy Brazelton & Gary 

Miller
Sid & Laura Brown
Gerald Brownfield
Cindy & Bradley Buggs

Vernon & Peggy Burch
Julia Burton
Jane Bush & Mike Brooks
Anne S. Buttner
K-Lynn Cameron
Cynthia & Lee Cannon
James Carr & Judy Ross
Francois & Anne Chandou
Mary & Sue Childers
Chris & Bill Childers
Jay Christopher
CMS Planning & 

Development
Christian & Diane Collinet
Jane Vesy Colrud
Matt Comstock
Beth & Harris Cooper
Judy & Robert Corley, Jr.
Dean W & Carol Currie
James & Karen Daugherty
Thomas & Laura Davis 

Beck
Tammy DeBaise
Mary Lee Dehmel
Shelley Doggett
Jeff & Jennifer Dollerschell
Mark & Patti Donahue
Richard & Lisa Dooley
Bridget Dunn
Linda Elmarr
Becky & Mark Elrod
Roger Essman
Estes Park Board of 

Realtors
Tom & Carol Evered
David Everitt
Candy & Charlie Fain & 

Sue Hess
Keith & Lorraine Fairmont
Cynthia Fitchett
Jessie Foster
Karl & Mary Lou 

Fredrickson
Tom Friehe
Dennis & Linda 

Fromholzer
Marvin & Charlotte Gee
Mrs. George Gibbs & Peter 

Gibbs
Glen Haven Association
Reynold & Nancy Gobris
Jane E. Gordon
William Grabow
Lorraine & Joseph Green
Valerie Green
Michael & Connie Griffith
Nancy Grob
Alan & Kathy Groesbeck
Susan Grubb
Grace Hahn & Sonja Hahn
Barry & Mary Hannigan
Pat & Jill Hardman
Linda Harty
Mike & Barbara Headley
Stan & Connie 

Heginbotham
J. L. Heider
Carol Henning
Victoria Henry
Hobert Office Services

Joseph Hoefler
Kris & Bernie Holien, Jr.
Michael & Anne Hulbert
Wayne & Joyce Hutchens
Bob & Shirley Jackson
Valerie Jacobs
Bruce & Carmen Johnson
Jean & William Jupp, Jr.
Gregg & Suzanne Jurgens
Cheryle and Dan Kapsak
Thomas Keck
Janet G Keller
Rev. Dr. Fred & Linda 

Kelsey
Orval & Orpha Kendall
Jack & Marlena Kochner
Mike & Amy Kolen
Arthur & Carolyn Kramer
Wild Basin Lodge & Event 

Center
Kallie Lane
Pete & Linda Langer
Carolyn Lavallee
Nan Lederer
Richard & Sandra Life
Barbara & Gordon 

MacAlpine
Sarah Maharry
Linda Martini & Anthony 

Goddard
Karen McClure & Dave 

Evans
Karen McPherson
Forrest McVicar
Rhonda Mickelson
Suzanne & Alan Miller
Connie Moore
Joanne & Rene Moquin
Steve & Sandy Murphree
Mary Murphy
Greg & Linda Simnitt 

Nelson
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Nelson
Jesse & Evelyn Noah
John & Mary Nolan
Eugene E. Oja, DDS
Laurie Oliver
Jack & Mary Overly
Peggy Parenti
Larry K. Pedersen
J. Warren & Micki Pedersen
Jeri & Jerry Peirce
Diane E. Phillips
Pickens Financial Group
William J. Pietenpol
Lyle & Marlys Polson
Rick Ralph

Range Realty 
Ravencrest Chalet
The Reserve at Estes Park 

HOA
River Stone Resorts
Estee Rivera Murdock
Cindy Roine
Carole Rouse
Liz Rumsey
Linda Rutledge
Salvation Army
Mary Sandmann
Bus & Rita Schageman
Tom & Jan Shamburg
Frank & Donna Shavlik
Shell Oil Company
Coleen Shepler
Jim Shuey & Kathleen 

Hursh
JoAnne Slizeski
Pete & Carol Smith
Josef & Kathy Snyders
Sombrero Stables/

Colorado Ranch
Nancy & John Stanesco
Bill & Toni Swanson
Bob & Lyda Sweeney
Cheryl Szydlo
Robert & Judy Taphorn
John & Sally Tessler
Dr. Corinne Thomas
Shaun & Tamara 

Thompson
Laura Tritch-Albrecht & 

Duane Albrecht
Twin Owls Productions
Uplands at Fish Creek
Gladys Van Drie
Bill & Kimber Van Horn
Alta Wachs
Dr. & Mrs. Grant Hulse 

Wagner
Peter Wall
Tom & Carolyn Warner
Pat Washburn
Jennifer Waters
Eunice & Donald Wilbur, Jr.
Ivan & Ginger Wilkinson
Mike & Linda Wold
Vicki Wright & Jan Jensen
Cindy Yeast
Brian Youll & Linda 

Mitchell
Wildwood Inn/Younglund 

Enterprises
Marilyn Zimmann

We would like to recognize our friends 
who passed away in 2019:

Jim Crain, Founding Board Member 
Linda McKee, Member and Volunteer

Babs Mock, Member and Volunteer
Gordon Pedersen, Member and Easement Donor

Jim White, Board Member for 26 years



The biggest single-day fundraiser of the year for 
us is Colorado Gives Day, when Coloradans come 
together to support the non-profit organizations 
that make our state great! 

Donations can be made on December 10th, 2019 or 
scheduled ahead of time at ColoradoGives.org. 

Join Us!

Bird & Jim will be donating 10% of sales on 
December 10th to EVLT and will be hosting Cowboy 
Brad from 4:30-6:30 PM. Eat good and feel good! 

Colorado Gives Day
Mark Your Calendars!

December 10th 

1191 Woodstock Dr. #5
PO Box 663
Estes Park, CO 80517
evlt@evlandtrust.org
www.evlandtrust.org
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