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Finding an open public trail this 
spring, when the first cases of 
the coronavirus were confirmed, 
was difficult. Hermit Park Open 
Space, Rocky Mountain National 
Park, and the Homer Rouse trail 
were all closed earlier this year. 
Even in a mountain town known 
for its diverse hiking, it was hard 
to find local places to enjoy the 
outdoors. 
Luckily for members of the 
land trust, small-group hikes 
on conserved lands were just 
the thing they needed to 
scratch that itch. We hosted four 
hikes in groups of 10 people 
or less, always masked and 
socially distanced. Our groups 

were guided by landowners 
and monitors who knew the 
properties well. We packed 
lunches and learned about local 
history, flora, and fauna. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed each 
and every hike, and seeing 
some gorgeous properties 
that the Land Trust has 
helped preserve for future 
generations.”  –Marsha Hobert
Most of the land that is 
conserved with EVLT is private 
property, and we want to thank 
our landowners for giving a few 
of our members exclusive access 
to hike these conserved lands. 
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We adjusted our monitoring program this year to avoid personal 
contact and the spread of the coronavirus. Although we did 
not get to see all of our monitors in person, they remained 
dedicated and monitored all our conservation easements.

The monitors received all their training and materials online, 
and completed almost 170 site visits while practicing social 
distancing. Our volunteers adapted in different ways: some 
monitored with their household family members, some 
monitored with a hiking partner that was part of their 
“pandemic pod”, and some wore masks and practiced social 
distancing together. The most important thing was that all our 
monitors stayed safe. 

Our volunteers documented a few minor violations on 
conserved lands. For example, a small area of land, about the 
size of a small shed, was excavated, where changes in the 
topography are prohibited. On another conserved property, 
a neighbor drove across it multiple times, where off-road 
motorized use is prohibited.

In both cases, our volunteers notified the land trust immediately, 
staff contacted the landowners, the prohibited activities were stopped, and both sites will be restored. This is how to 
enforce and defend each conservation easement and the land trust couldn't do it with our army of volunteers. Thank you 
to our conservation easement monitors!

OvercomeAdapt and 

In August, the EVLT membership elected three new board 
members: Geoff Elliot, Alice Reuman, and Jan Swaney. With 
their unique expertise and connections throughout the 
community, they will help lead the land trust forward in the 
next year. 

Tell me a little about yourself. 

Geoff: I have lived in the Estes Valley since 2013. I moved 
here to support environmental education programming 
and am continuing my career in the conservation field.

Jan: My husband Jim and I moved to Estes Park in 2008 
from Ohio, where I’d worked as an RN, manager of a 
backpacking shop, and in an adult literacy program. I enjoy 
hiking and snowshoeing, reading, trying my luck at New 
York Times crossword puzzles, and tutoring my ESL student.

Alice: Like many other Estes residents, I visited here all my 
life, and retired to Estes Park with my husband nine years 
ago. I served on the EVLT board from 2014-2017.

Why do you want to serve on the EVLT Board? 

Geoff: I have worked with EVLT through my previous 
employer and am excited to join the Board and support 
their collaborative approach to land conservation.. 

Jan: I was fortunate to work for EVLT for seven years before 
retiring in 2017. EVLT has an excellent reputation locally 
and throughout the land trust community nationwide. 
I am honored to join the board of this well-respected 
organization and to help preserve this place I love.

Alice: I have a background in urban and regional planning 
with an emphasis on conservation, so I found volunteering 
for EVLT a natural fit. And, as with hiking in the National 
Park, you meet good people!

New Board MemberQ&A

Lisa Fulton and David Van Wert monitor safely together.Lisa Fulton and David Van Wert monitor safely together.

New Board members are excited to help preserve native New Board members are excited to help preserve native 
habitat. habitat. Potentilla rupincolaPotentilla rupincola photo by Marlene Borneman. photo by Marlene Borneman.



One of the most conspicuous benefits of 
conserving land is healthy wildlife. Of course, 
wildlife cannot advocate for themselves and 
supporting conservation organizations, like 
the Estes Valley Land Trust, is the best way 
to ensure wildlife thrive. Without protected 
lands such as parks, open spaces, or private 
land protected with a conservation easement, 
wildlife would not have the refuge areas 
needed to survive.

The Estes Valley is blessed with a mosaic 
of high quality wildlife habitat, which has 
been documented by Colorado’s scientific 
community. Not only does the Estes Valley 
boast high quality habitat, some of the 
habitat is rare and supports wildlife that may 
not be found elsewhere. 

Land Trust Protects Habitat for Globally 
Imperiled Plant

The Colorado Natural Heritage Program 
completes biological surveys to document areas of high 
biodiversity across the State. Many of the land trust’s 
conservation easements protect areas of high biodiversity, 
including Hermit Park Open Space.

Hermit Park, protected through a partnership between the 
land trust, Larimer County, the Town of Estes Park, Great 
Outdoors Colorado and others, protects critical habitat 
recognized as having “very high biodiversity significance.” 
The habitats range from a montane grassland, forested hills 
and large rock outcrops.  

In addition to providing a variety of high quality habitats, 
Hermit Park is home to a globally imperiled plant species, 
the Rocky Mountain Cinquefoil. The details of this rare 
plant occurrence are confidential in order to protect the 
plant, but needless to say, without the partnership between 
the land trust and others, this rare plant would be locally 
endangered.

Wet Meadows Are Rare, but Protected Forever  

Wet meadows are rare plant communities found in the 
land trust’s service area. These areas are shallow wet 
depressions with rooted aquatic vegetation. The Lake 
Pasture, a conserved area east of the Twin Sisters, is also 
recognized by the Colorado Natural Heritage Program for 
its biodiversity significance.

In fact, these wet meadows protected by the Estes Valley 
Land Trust, include an excellent example of a rare state 
plant community. Our conservation easement here 
includes additional restrictions on the wet meadows, to 
protect them and the sensitive habitat they provide.

Birds Find High Quality Habitat

Migratory birds are some of the most mobile species 
that inhabit our conserved lands. One of the land trust’s 
conservation easements in the Tahosa Valley has provided a 
stopover for the Grace’s Warbler. 

The Cornell Lab describes the Grace’s Warbler as a tiny, 
restless bird that inhabits only mature pine forests in 
the southwestern U.S. and points south. The only known 
occurrence of Grace’s Warbler in the land trust’s service area 
is on State land and the neighboring private land, protected 
with a land trust conservation easement. 

Of course the warbler does not distinguish between State 
and private lands; thank goodness both are preserved 
forever.  

Land Protection Fund Advances Wildlife Conservation

The Estes Valley Land Trust is finalizing our Strategic Land 
Conservation Plan, with the ambitious goal of protecting 
another 5,000 acres of land in the next 10 years. These 
conserved acres will protect additional wildlife habitat.

A contribution to our Land Protection Fund helps cover 
transaction fees and other costs and will increase the pace 
of conservation. A donation towards this fund, during 
Colorado Gives Day, will help unlock a $10,000 gift and 
advance wildlife conservation in the Estes Valley.

See the back page for more details on how to make a 
donation during Colorado Gives Day. Supporting this fund 
is a great way to protect more wildlife habitat in the Estes 
Valley and surrounding areas.

Diverse Landscapes Protect 
Flora and Fauna

© (2012) James Frank© (2012) James FrankGrace's Warbler by Matt VanWallene.Grace's Warbler by Matt VanWallene.
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Endowment over
$570,000

The Perpetuity Fund, EVLT's operating endowment, 
received numerous contributions in 2020 and 
now exceeds $570,000. Once the fund reaches 
$1 million, it can be used to help cover annual 
operating expenses. 
In 2020, Don Smith, Board Director, made a gift to 
the Perpetuity Fund. 

"I made a restricted donation to the 
Perpetuity Fund because I like building a 
solid foundation for the future.  It makes me 
feel as if I am part of something much bigger 
than myself.”  - Don Smith 
Restricted gifts to the Perpetuity Fund ensure the 
Estes Valley Land Trust will: 
  • Remain your local, independent land trust 
  • Monitor and defend each conservation easement 
  • Forever preserve the spectacular Estes Valley

In June we announced our Stewardship Corps, a 
program designed to help locals who were affected 
by the economic fallout following the COVID-19 
crisis. We gave $500 each to 27 individuals in 
the Estes Valley who lost their jobs or were 
furloughed. In exchange, each member pledged 
to work 20 hours improving land protected with a  
conservation easement. 
Through the summer and fall, Stewardship Corps 
members stacked slash to mitigate fire danger, 
pulled noxious weeds, and removed barbed wire 
fencing that posed a threat to passing elk and deer. 
Next summer the Corps will continue the weeding 
and forest health work, and will work on making 
the existing trails and recreation areas on some of 
our easements more sustainable. 

Stewardship Corps
Restoring Land

Stewardship Corps members celebrate cleaning up some Stewardship Corps members celebrate cleaning up some 
particularly stubborn old barbed wire. Photo by Kenzie Hartt. particularly stubborn old barbed wire. Photo by Kenzie Hartt. 

Interested in making a planned gift?
Once your loved ones are provided for, 
giving a planned gift to the land trust 
is a powerful way to help preserve land 
forever. Go to evlandtrust.org/donate for 
details, or contact the land trust for sample 
bequest language.

If your property is protected with an EVLT 
conservation easement, our Corps is here 
to serve you! Contact Kenzie at the land 
trust for details.



Benefactor 
($1000+)

Anonymous (3)
Nancy Amos
Darlene Arber
Vaughn Baker
Bird and Jim
Jeffrey Boring and Emily 

Patterson
Robert A. and Susie 

Buettner
Randy and Nina Cleveland
Community Foundation of 

Boulder County
Hal and Bonnie Dalzell
Art and Marsha French
Patti Freudenburg and Tony 

White
Curt Gleaves and Patricia 

Gianelli
Charley and Linda Griffin
Tim and Wendy Haight
Amy Hamrick
Robin and Stacey Harding
Thomas and Kathryn 

Hornbein
Mary Ann Kundtz
Mary Lamy
Barbara Marshall
Michael and Susan 

McDermott
Richard Miller
Ken and Jacqueline 

Oldham
Frank and Betty Ottesen
Wayne and Sally Park
Franz and Carol Peterson
Don Priem
Larry and Gwenda Purdy
Alice and Peter Reuman
Terry Rizzuti and Mary 

Banken
Peter and Stephanie 

Sinnott
Don Smith
Melissa Strong
Jan and Jim Swaney
Brian and Michell Thomas
Leo Weber and Deborah 

Hughes

Conservator 
($500+)

Martha H. Bender
Walt and Marlene 

Borneman
John and Chris Bruell
Terry Cohen and Robert 

Bellows
John and Dona Cooper
Daniel L. and Donna Dilts
John and Magdalena 

Gleaves

Keith and Nancy Hammond
Kenzie and Ryan Hartt
Bobbie Heisterkamp
Karla Henderson
Dr. Thomas and Kathryn 

Holder
Mark Holdt and Leslie 

Glover-Holdt
Charles and Laurel Krider
Glen Kroh
Jeffrey Kyrish
Marty Lamm
Tom and Marilyn Maher
Jean Medlock
Pat and Ward Nelson
Tony and Diane Palmer
Todd and Amy Plummer
Prospect Mountain 

Townhome Association
Mel and Gray Rueppel
John and Sally Stevenson
Andrew and Gina 

Stevenson
Jean Sutherland
William and Nancy Sweet
Nancy Pickering Thomas
Town of Estes Park
Steve Tripp and Debbie 

Schueneman
Rodney and Sherry Unruh
Rex Ross and Queeda E. 

Walker
Rosemary Wolf

Steward 
($100+)

Anonymous (7)
Donn and Sylvia Adams
Gail Albers and Pat 

Hammond
Marianna and Sasha Ali
Eileen and Wes Allbritten
Cathy and Stephen Alper
Gil and Susan Anderson
Paul and Melisse Anderson
James and Kathy 

Arcidiacono
Craig and Kris Axtell
William "Biff" Baird
Bank of Colorado
John G. Banker
Kendra and Jason Bartley
Mr. and Mrs. E. Warner Bass
Judy and Sol Bassow
JoAnn and David Batey
David Becher
Sandy and Pat Begley
Robert and Christina 

Benight
Bill Berry
Sonya Binns
Joan Borel
William Bowie
Kathy Brazelton and Gary 

Miller

Brian Breitenwischer
David and Loretta Brewer
Jim Broomfield and Linda 

Johnson
Bruce and Marlene Brown
Dennis and Elizabeth Bryan
Robert and Elizabeth 

Burkart
Doris Byers
Tyler and Debby Campbell
Marty Yochum Casey and 

Madison Casey
Shelly Catterson
Dan and Janene Centurione
Francois and Anne 

Chandou
Annemarie Chenoweth
Chris and Bill Childers
Earl and Carol Clark
Catherine Clay
Warren Clinton
Rob and Sheila Cohen
Christian and Diane Collinet
ConocoPhillips
Barbara and Edward "Mac" 

Corley
James and Millicent Cozzie
Dean W and Carol Currie
Ken and Wanda Curry
Don and Becky Custis
Melissa Daruna
Sandi and Charles 

DeJoseph
Sallie Dickinson
Jonathan Dilts
Terrell Dixon and Linda 

Walsh
Joe and Vivian Dodds
Mark and Patti Donahue
Gwen Dooley
Tom and Annette Dreiss
Paula Edwards
Cindy Elkins
American Legion Post 119 
Candy and Charlie Fain and 

Sue Hess
William and Sharon Farr
Renate and James 

Fernandez
Robert H Foster
Larry and Jeri Frederick
Tom Friehe
Dennis and Linda 

Fromholzer
Ilse Gayl and James Logan
Edward Getchell
Stephen and Diane 

Goddard
Stephen and Bette 

Goldmann
Jane E. Gordon
Robert and Pamela Guthrie
Scott and Dana Hacker
Susan Harris
Linda and T.J. Harty

Harold and Ginnie 
Haunschild

Keith and Beth Heaton
Jeffrey and Trudy Hines
Alexander Ho
Beverley and Dan Hoben
Ken and Marsha Hobert
Carol Holden
Pieter and Helen Hondius
Lisa Hutchins and Doug 

Sacarto
Bob and Shirley Jackson
Valerie Jacobs
Jodi and Doug Jalving
Barbara Jampolis
Jim White Lumber 
Steven Jobst and Jill 

Anderson
Loren and Lynette Johnson
Robert Wells Johnson
Clare Johnson and Dino 

Valaoritis
Jean and William Jupp, Jr.
Cheryle and Dan Kapsak
Kathleen Kase and Dan 

DeBlasio
Janet G Keller
Leola Kennicke and Marilyn 

Bradley
Stephen Klett and Nancy 

Bergman
Robert and Celeste Kling
Corine Knudsen
John and Marlene Krueger
Larimer Co. Natural 

Resources Dept
Dr. Janice Larkin
Howard and Leanne Lauren
Sandy Lindquist
Louise Lindsey
Tom and Margy Lininger
Carly and Keith Lober
Kathy and John Long
John E. and Peggy Lee 

Lynch
Barbara and Gordon 

MacAlpine
Ken and Cherie Martin
Maryanne Martin
Patrick Matush

Thank you to our donors!

There are many    
ways to give: 

By shopping with 
AmazonSmile, the 
land trust receives a 
donation at no cost   
to you!

To learn more, visit 
evlandtrust.org/donate

evlandtrust.org/donate


Karen McClure and Dave 
Evans

Fran and Clyde McKinney
Shaun McMullin
McPherson Family
Robert and Linda 

Messersmith
Linda and Raymond 

Metzler
Becky Day and Doug Miller
Susan and James Miller
Robert and Carol Miller
Toni Miller and Pete Lasho
Tara and Phil Moenning
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Nelson
Bill and Janice Newman
Wayne and Pat Newsom
Dr. Thomas and Barbara 

Nichol
Bruce Nickels and Marsha 

Yelick
Ray and Joanne Nieder
Cliff and Muriel Noll
Deanna Ochs
Michael and Martha 

O'Flaherty
Mary Lynn and William 

Oliver
Stephen Owens
James and Debbie Paddock
Ricky and Vicki Papineau
J. Warren and Micki 

Pedersen
Ralph and Lois Pepino
Jerry and Mary Ann Petr
Cora Petrocine
Jim and Pat Pickering
Bill and Sue Pinkham
Craig and Patrica Porter
Stephen R. Ptacek and Joan 

L. Sapp
Charles and Ruth Anne 

Rahe
Janice Ricker
Mark and Valerie Riffle
Matt and Lauretta Rion
Donn and Barbara Ritchie
Janet Robertson
Eric Robeson
Rockwood Estates
Carole Rouse
Salvation Army
Dan and Tami Scace
Robert and Barbara 

Schwartz
Dave Scott
Andy and Ellen Selig
Mark and Kathryn Semerad
George and Elizabeth 

Shoffner
Nathalie and Marty Simsak
Gregory and Jackie Smith
Mary Lou and Richard 

Smith
Ron and Gudi Spurlin
Greig and Ann Steiner
John and Marian Stencel
Elizabeth Stonecipher
Pamela and Bob Street
Estes Valley Sunrise Rotary

Bob and Lyda Sweeney
David and Marcia Tavel
Rick and Janet Taylor
Laura Trump
Van Horn Engineering
David and Sally Van Wert
Jean and Joe Van Winkle
John Vernon
Evelyn and John Vittone
Jim Ward
Jennifer Waters
Drew and Carla Webb
Lynn and Susan 

Weissenrieder
Joann Welton
Joanne White
Eunice and Donald Wilbur, 

Jr.
Robin and Gary Williams
Jack and Dee Willome
Joan Winstein
Harriette and Scott 

Woodard
Vicki Wright and Jan Jensen
Marilyn Zimmann
Ken and Liz Zornes

Supporter 
(to $99)

Anonymous (7)
Joe and Mary Liz Adair
Kenneth and Donna Allen
Pam and Darell Amelang
Art and Juli Annin
Jack Armitage
Kim and Patte Barrier
Mitchell and Patsy Benedict
Jerry and Sue Bergeron
Paul and Marguerite Besson
Skip and Dianne Betts
Deb Bialeschki
Jonathan and Carolyn Bible
Julianne Biehl
Jude Blitz and Tom Daly
Mary Bollinger
Lynn and Sandy Bonge
David and Carly Bowers
James Bowhay
Robert and Joyce Bramwell
Sid and Laura Brown
Rob and Kristy Buettner
Vernon and Peggy Burch
Anne S. Buttner
K-Lynn Cameron
James Carr and Judy Ross
Michelle and Bob Chase
Mary and Sue Childers
Jane Vesy Colrud
Judy and Robert Corley, Jr.
Nancy and Mike Curtiss
James and Karen 

Daugherty
Tammy DeBaise
Daniel L. and Linda M. Dilts
Richard and Lisa Dooley
Marjorie Dunmire
David and Carolyn Edwards
Linda Elmarr
Becky and Mark Elrod

Roger Essman
David Everitt
Keith and Lorraine Fairmont
Carla Ficke
Anthony and Sarah Fink
Jonathan Ford
Jessie Foster
Lisa and Bob Fulton
Larry Gamble
Marvin and Charlotte Gee
Mrs. George Gibbs and 

Peter Gibbs
Miriam Gilmer
Glen Haven Association
Lorraine and Joseph Green
Michael and Connie Griffith
Nancy Grob
Alan and Kathy Groesbeck
James Groth
Grace Hahn and Sonja 

Hahn
Barry and Mary Hannigan
Pat and Jill Hardman
Stan and Connie 

Heginbotham
Judy L. Heider
John and Pam Hemmerly
Carol Henning
Victoria and Dave Henry
Thomas and Reggie Hisey
Joseph Hoefler
Kris and Bernie Holien, Jr.
Robert and Robin Howard
Wayne and Joyce Hutchens
Steve Johnson
Gabrielle Kapsak and 

Family
Mary Kapsak and Linda 

Moss
Jim and Deb Kiple
Jack and Marlena Kochner
Mike and Amy Kolen
Arthur and Carolyn Kramer
Cynthia Krause
Karen Krone
Jill and Frank Lancaster
Pete and Linda Langer
John and Beth Lauce
Carolyn Lavallee
Gordon and Linda 

Lawrence
Nancy Lederer
Isabel Lamy Lee
Richard and Sandra Life
Jeffrey Lukas
Brian Lynch
Randall Maharry
Earl and Nancy Matson
Jane McAfee
Forrest McVicar
Rhonda Mickelson
Suzanne and Alan Miller
Nick Molle
Joanne and Rene Moquin
Gene and Susan Mossberg
Lise Nelson
Jesse and Evelyn Noah
Mary Nolan
Eugene E. Oja
Laurie Oliver

Jack and Mary Overly
M Lisa Parenti
Pedersen Family
Jeri and Jerry Peirce
Deborah and Paul 

Pfenninger
John and Kenney Pickens
William J. Pietenpol
Dennis and Jane Pink
Lyle and Marlys Polson
Anita Prinzmetal
Ann M. Racine
Rick Ralph
Janet Rasmussen
Ravencrest Chalet
The Reserve
Ken Rihanek
Mary Sandmann
Tom Seibel
Tom and Jan Shamburg
Debra Sharp
Frank and Donna Shavlik
Shell
Robert and Kathy Sherrod
Jim Shuey and Kathleen 

Hursh
Bill Smith
Pete and Carol Smith
Jon Sonstroem
Nancy and John Stanesco
Bill and Toni Swanson
Shannon Szabo
Lillian Szydlo
Cheryl Szydlo
Robert and Judy Taphorn
Frank Theis
Scott and Karen Thompson
Laura Tritch-Albrecht and 

Duane Albrecht
Uplands at Fish Creek
Gladys Van Drie
Bill and Kimber Van Horn
Rebecca Velthoen
Dr. and Mrs. Grant Hulse 

Wagner
Peter Wall
Tom and Carolyn Warner
Pat Washburn
Barbara Werner
Mike and Linda Wold
Cynthia Yeast
Brian Youll and Linda 

Mitchell
Lucille Younglund

Join us in remembering 
the members who 
passed away this year: 
Don Bender
Martin Dickinson
Earl Matson
John Nolan 
Peggy Parenti
Maurita Stueck
Ann Vernon



An anonymous donor has generously pledged a 
$10,000 gift to the land trust if another $15,000 is 
donated on CO Gives Day. This year, all donations 
made on CO Gives Day will be restricted to 
our Land Protection Fund, to accelerate land 
conservation throughout the valley. 

Please help us unlock this pledge and dedicate at 
least $25,000 to purchase development rights, land, 
or to help a conservation easement donor with 
their transaction costs! 

To donate, search Estes Valley Land Trust on 
ColoradoGives.org

Unlock a Matching
$10,000 Gift

1191 Woodstock Dr. #5
PO Box 663
Estes Park, CO 80517
evlt@evlandtrust.org
www.evlandtrust.org

Due to the novel coronavirus, the Estes Valley 
Land Trust will not host a holiday party this year. 
However, our Board is creating a holiday jingle, 
with the help of a local musician, and will share the 
video with our members in December. 

We hope you have a warm and loving holiday 
season, and that our jingle brings a bit of extra joy 
to you at the end of a tough year.

Happy Holidays
from EVLT

mailto:evlt@evlandtrust.org
http://www.evlandtrust.or%ED%AF%80%ED%B1%88
ColoradoGives.org

