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Our mission is to conserve land throughout
the Estes Valley and surrounding areas for
current and future generations.

WELCOME TO THE TEAM: JON BRUCE
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EVLT’s new Stewardship and Restoration Manager, Jon Bruce.

We are delighted fo introduce Jon Bruce, our new Stewardship

and Restoration Manger. Jon recently earned his Master of Natural
Resource Stewardship from Colorado State University, specializing
in Ecological Restoration. His academic rigor is matched by
extensive field experience, ranging from the coast of Massachusetts
to the rugged terrain of the John Muir Trail, which he has
successfully thru-hiked.

Most recently, Jon has been instrumental in local conservation
efforts at Boulder County Parks and Open Space. There, he
monitored limber pine populations and helped plant over 1,000
seedlings to improve forest health and biodiversity. His unique
blend of technical expertise, including ArcGIS mapping, and his
“boots-on-the-ground” passion for bird and fire ecology makes him
a vital asset to our mission.

If you are an easement monitor, you'll get to know Jon and he’s here
to support your monitoring efforts. He’s also leading our restoration
efforts on conserved lands across the valley. Whether he’s marking
trees for forest health or navigating off-trail to collect botanical
specimens, Jon’s dedication for the environment is clear. Please join
us in welcoming him to the community.



SUMMER BREAKFASTS ARE HERE

Photo Gredit: J.Ngal Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Wildlife crossings significantly increase safety for wildlife and
drivers in Colorado.

SAFE PASSAGE FOR WILDLIFE:
TRANSPORTATION SOLUTIONS TO
PROTECT WILDLIFE

When & Where:
High Peak Camp
Saturday, June 27 @ 8 AM

Cost:
$20/person

Speakers:

Dr. Rick Knight

Colorado State University

Chuck Attardo

Colorado Department of Transportation

JOIN US!

Indigenous led-conservation is crucial to protecting special places in
Estes Park

INDIGENOUS-LED CONSERVATION:
TRIBAL AND NON-TRIBAL GROUPS
PARTNERING TO CONSERVE LAND

When & Where:
Hermit Park Open Space
Saturday, August 22 @ 8 AM

Cost:
$20/person

Speakers:

James Calabaza

Trees, Water & People

Crystal C’'Bearing

Northern Arapaho Tribal Historic Preservation Office
Jordan Dresser

Filmmaker

Reservations are required for each breakfast.

Breakfast will be catered by Big Horn Restaurant and will include eggs, bacon, fresh fruit, pastries and coffee.
Visit evlandtrust.org/RSVP to register. All events are located outdoors with limited or no seating. Please bring
a chair, jacket, hat, sunglasses and sunscreen.



THE BEST KIND OF NOTHING:
84 ACRES SAVED IN PERPETUITY

In a world where “development” usually means more
asphalt, the YMCA of the Rockies has decided that some
things are perfect exactly as they are. By donating a new
conservation easement to the Estes Valley Land Trust, the
YMCA has ensured that 84 acres of the Summit property
will remain—to the benefit of elk, bears, and hikers—
undeveloped. Forever.

Bordering Rocky Mountain National Park, this stretch of
ponderosa and lodgepole pine could have legally become

a complex of lodges or hotels. Instead, it remains a wildlife
sanctuary and hiking trail. “We are balancing environmental
responsibility with our commitment to connect people to
nature,” says Courtney Hill, COO of YMCA of the Rockies.
It's a second act for the YMCA's conservation efforts,
following their first easement in 2018.

The Summit Conservation Easement preserves important habitat.

From the industrious Clark’s nutcracker to the pygmy nuthatch, nothing will change for the 182 bird species documented
nearby. A small building envelope remains for essential water infrastructure, but the “green infrastructure”, such as
ponderosa pines, aspens and Boulder raspberries are unrestrained and are free to spread across the landscape.

FINAL PHASE OF 15-YEAR CONSERVATION PLAN
COMPLETED

While the Front Range continues to grow, a 15-year effort at ' ‘

to conserve a local river valley has reached a milestone

and an additional 588 acres of the Opal Land and Cattle

Ranch near Glen Haven have been conserved. This final

piece of the puzzle completes a sophisticated, three-

phase strategy that has now conserved a total of
1,346 acres.

The ranch serves as a vital sanctuary for the North Fork
of the Big Thompson River, spanning a diverse landscape %
of mountain meadows, fributary streams, and mixed

forests that provide critical habitat for Colorado’s wildlife.
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Healthy forests of the Opal lll Conservation Easement buffer US
A Story of Gratitude and Grit Forest Service lands.

At the heart of this achievement is landowner Annemarie Chenoweth, who has worked with EVLT since 2010 to
realize this vision. For Annemarie, this wasn’t just a real estate transaction; it was a tribute to the American dream.
“By putting a total of 1,364 acres under conservation, | am paying back this country, the best in the world, which has
offered me so many opportunities since | came to Colorado as a legal immigrant,” Chenoweth shared.

Named after her late mother-in-law, Opal, the ranch stands as a testament to a family’s deep-rooted love for the
Colorado outdoors—a love that began for Annemarie on a drive down County Road 43 back in 1970.
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The “Bottom Line”

The Opal Ranch remains a working landscape—home to cattle, fishing, and the Chenoweth family’s

Mountain Meadow Beef. While the ranch remains private, we all benefit when landowners and the land trust partner to
conserve land, water and wildlife habitat.

What’s Next?
e Walk the Land: EVLT hopes to co-host limited, guided member hikes on the property in the future.
Stay tuned for dates to explore this “seldom-seen” valley.
e Support Local: You can honor this conservation effort by supporting the ranch and purchasing their
naturally-raised Mountain Meadow Beef. For more information, call 970-222-4805.

HIKE WITH US!

There is no better way to witness the
impact of land conservation than by
lacing up your boots and hitting the trail.
This summer, the Estes Valley Land Trust
invites you to explore two remarkable
landscapes—one recently protected and
another we are fighting fo save.

These moderate, three-mile treks offer
more than just exercise; they provide a
deep dive info the history and ecology of
our valley. Plus, every hiker enjoys a
picnic lunch!

Old Man Mountain - June 17 and July 1
Rising above the valley, Old Man Mountain
is a site of immense spiritual and historical Explore conserved lands on a member hike.

weight. For decades, it has been a top conservation priority. On June 17, Derek Fortini, Director of the Estes Park Museum,
will lead a journey through time, from the mountain’s prehistoric use as a Native American Vision Quest site to its quirky
20th-century chapter as a local ski jump.

On July 1, we return to the mountain with a focus on the future. As we pursue a conservation easement to protect this
sacred land forever, land frust staff will discuss our alliance of Tribal and non-Tribal partners working to preserve this
cultural landmark.

YMCA Summit Property — August 5

Experience one of our newest success stories! An existing trail connects Spur 66 to Lily Lake, winding through vibrant
aspen groves and open shrublands. It’s a birder’s paradise—over 180 species have been spotted nearby. See how many
can you identify as we celebrate this recently conserved landscape.

Note: Registration is $15 per person. Our member hikes are incredibly popular and limited to 15 participants each. To
ensure everyone gets a chance to explore, please limit your registration to one hike. Watch your inbox a few weeks before
each date for the signup link!



IT’S A WRAP: 2026 LEGISLATIVE SESSION ENDS WITH
CONSERVATION VICTORIES

If you yearn for wide open spaces or have

a soft-spot for wildlife, consider the 2026

legislative session a success! Bills that provide

i land conservation incentives and protect wildlife
have passed, and now await the Governor’s

: signature.

The Estes Valley Land Trust is a member of
2 Keep It Colorado (KIC), a statewide coalition
& of land frusts and other conservation
¢ | organizations. KIC was the architect of House
8 Bill 26-1230, which extends the current
Conservation Easement Tax Credit Program
{ from 2031 until 2036. Senate Bill 26-141, known
i as the Wildlife Collision Prevention Act, was also
' supported by KIC and will fund future wildlife

Caption: Conserving stream corridors, like Rock Creek near Allenspark, crossings that keep wildlife safe.
is possible through the Conservation Easement Tax Credit Program.

Conservation: A Priority During Financially Challenging Times

The state of Colorado tightened its belt and cut more than $2 billion from the state budget over the last two years. New
and even existing state programs were heavily scrutinized and passing a conservation bill with a $250 million fiscal
impact was a tall order.

However, conservation is generally broadly supported in Colorado. Conserving land benefits rural and urban
communities, strengthens our local economies and protects Colorado’s golden goose, the Great Outdoors. House Bill 26-
1230 received bi-partisan support, provides conservation easement tax credits up to $5 million for each transaction and
creates an incentive for private land conservation that is envied by conservationists around the nation.

In the last four years, more than 1,160 acres have been conserved by the Estes Valley Land Trust through this tax credit
program. With the recent extension, the land trust is poised to continue this pace and preserve the scenic views and
wildlife we all share.

Protecting Wildlife and Motorists

Collisions with wildlife can be deadly. The Wildlife Collision Prevention Act passed in 2026 and authorizes an optional $5
collision prevention fee that drivers can choose to pay during annual vehicle registration. These fees add up and the total
annual revenue is projected at $39 million.

State agencies will use the funds to construct wildlife safe crossings and preserve land along migratory corridors.

To learn more about wildlife safe passage, register for our upcoming educational breakfast on Saturday, June 27. Event
details are located on page 3.



CLIMATE CHANGE AND DIGITAL DETOX:
ESTES PARK STUDENTS WIN BIG AT FILM FEST

What happens when you give local teenagers a camera and
a platform to discuss the planet’s future? You get the 5th
annual Student Environmental Film Festival.

In partnership with the Estes Valley School District, Bird &
Jim, and a generous anonymous donor, the Estes Valley Land
Trust recently unveiled 11 student films in Estes Park. These
young filmmakers tackled thorny environmental subjects
from marine conservation to the high-stakes intersection of
technology and nature.

“Giving students a voice is essential,” says Marsha Weaver,
Estes Park High School Teacher. “It empowers them to share
their perspectives and encourages lifelong engagement.”

. Filmmakers participate in a Q&A session at the 5th annual Film Festival.
And the Winners Are... P P

This year, $7,500 in scholarships were awarded to the top three films:
o 1st Place: Maya Brandewie for The Future of Colorado Winters. Maya'’s film explored how declining snowpack
threatens both our local environment, winter sports and the broader economy.
e 2nd Place: Brinley Betts for Disconnect to Reconnect, a look at smartphone overuse.
o 3rd Place (Tie): Natalie Hernandez Rodriguez for Food for Thought, focusing on food waste, and Casey
Mieszala for Humpback Whales, a documentary on whale migration.

Watch the films: See the next generation of environmental leaders in action on the Estes Valley Land Trust YouTube
page.

TAYLOR BRANT TAKES REINS AS
OUTREACH AND COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

Coming soon: more hikes and educational breakfasts, additional

4l opportunities to meet environmental experts and connect with
conservation allies, and new volunteer opportunities! A signature
outcome of the land trust’s recent strategic plan is fo provide more
opportunities for our members o get involved in land trust activities.

§ “From our birth, nearly 40 years ago, the land trust has been a
community-driven organization,” said Jeffrey Boring, Executive Director
of the Estes Valley Land Trust. “Our members want more involvement
= with the land trust and fo connect with other conservation-minded
people throughout our region. Our new Outreach and Communications
Manager is going to make that possible.”

Taylor Brant will lead EVLT’s outreach and
communication efforts.

Taylor’s background includes serving as an Environmental Educator and
Ranger at Rocky Mountain National Park where she focused on conservation, outreach, and public engagement. Armed
with a B.S. in Conservation and Wildlife Biology (Magna Cum Laude) and a Wilderness First Responder cerfification, her
strength is in designing immersive, inclusive curricula for diverse audiences ranging from kids to adult learners.

“We're excited to have Taylor on board; she’s creative and collaborative and her passion for wildlife and land conservation
is through the roof,” said Boring.
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INTERESTED IN GIVING A PLANNED GIFT?

Once your loved ones are provided for, giving a planned gift to the land trust is a powerful way
to help preserve land forever. Go to evlandtrust.org/donate for details, or contact the land frust
for sample bequest language.

Estes Valley Land Trust



